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Agricultural Extension Adhering to Farmer Field School Approaches
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study fundamental social and economic state of farmers in Yala
Province and the state of their rice production; (2) to study the operation on agricultural extension adhering to
Farmer Field School approaches; (3) to study the farmers’ adoption of rice farming technology before and after
their participation in the agricultural extension adhering to Farmer Field School approaches; and (4 ) to study
their problems and suggestions on the agricultural extension adhering to Farmer Field School approaches. The
population in this study consisted of 3 groups, Group 1 were 60 rice farmers in Moo 1 and 8 of Budee Sub-
District, Mueang Yala District, Yala Province who participated in the agricultural extension adhering to Farmer
Field School approaches, studying all of them; Group 2 were 8 agricultural extension officials who had
responsibility for the area mentioned above for rice production adhering to Farmer Field School approaches;
and Group 3 were 2 government officials at province level who were in the crop protector group. The data were
collected by interviewing the studied farmers and officials. The statistical methodology used to analyze the
quantitative data was frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation,
period arrangement, and range; while the qualitative data were analyzed by grouping and content analysis. The
findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied farmers were female, with average age at 46.45
years, and educated at primary level. They had no social position except being a member of a farmer group.
The average number of their household members was 6 persons, while the average number of their household
agricultural labor was 2 persons, most of them were female. Their average rice farming area was 3.44 rali, it was
mostly in low-land. And the average period of their experience in doing rice farming was 16.43 years. (2) to
consider the operation adhering to Farmer Field School approaches, it was found that activities the farmers
practiced most, at average 98.3%, were to participate in the training courses through the production season, to
conclude and plan activities for the week after. To consider the operation of the officials, it was found that most
of the officials had been transferred knowledge of agricultural extension adhering to Farmer Field School
approaches from their office. They chose to launch this scheme to be practiced in the area where they had
responsibility for because it was suitable for the farmers’ learning and it could be adjusted according to the
situation at that time. They looked for target farmer groups, discussed their problems and needs with these
farmers, grouped them, planned out the operation adhering to the production season period of each crop,
selected the site of their Farmer Field School, and made an appointment with them in their area. This scheme
was a farmer-centered learning which focused on exchanging their learning and experience in order to find
solutions to their problems and draw a conclusion. (3 ) the studied farmers adopted these approaches and
changed their practice most, at average 82.8% such as using seedlings at the age about 25-30 days. Their
produce increased at average 91 kg./rai after adopting these approaches. However, they did not change some of
their practices such as the application of rice tribe seeds from sources that could be trusted and plowing the soil
to cover stumps in order to fertilize the soil after harvesting. And (4) the studied farmers had problems on pest
spreading at medium level, while the officials had problems on the lack of skills and experience, the
insufficiency of materials and equipment, and they had problems caused by the difference between the
production season period of the farmers and the production season period of the officials. The farmers
suggested that younger generation should have been trained to replace the older generation because of old age
and the lack of labor. And the officials suggested that they should have been improved to have more knowledge
and skills.

Keywords: Operation, Agricultural extension, Farming Field School, Yala Province
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